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to a conference at Vereeniging. This confer- of the Plate estuary the pampa region may be
ence met on May 14, and accepted the terms distinguished. The Orinoco basin consists of
of surrender submitted to them by the British i a series of upper terraces, rocky and gravelly,
government. These provided that the Boers i dry and cut up by the rivers, which here flow
should give their allegiance to Great Britain, [ in gorges, and the flat lower plains, which are

and in return should be granted full amnesty
and the return of their property. The total
forces engaged during the war on the British
side were nearly 450,000, of whom 24,000
were killed, wounded, or missing. On the
Boer side the total enlistments were esti-
mated at 100,000, of whom about 4,000 were
killed and 40,000 taken prisoners. Consult L.
S. Amery's 'Times' History of the Boer War;
Cunliffe's History of the Boer War; Sir A.
Conan Doyle's The Great Boer War.

South America, the southern one of the
two great continents of the Western hemis-
phere, extends from about eight degrees north
of the equator to fifty-six degrees south. The
extreme length is about 4,500 m., and the
greatest width about 3,000 m., three degrees
south of the equator. The area is 7,700,000
sq. m., of which the greater part is within the
torrid zone. South America is essentially an
Atlantic and not a Pacific continent. Extensive
highlands exist in the east, cUVided by the
broad valley of the Amazon into the Guiana
highlands in the north and the Brazilian high-
lands in the south. Communication is also
possible by the lowlands of the Orinoco valley
in the north, and by those of the Plate basin
in the south. There are thus three great gate-
ways to the central lowlands, which are com-
pletely shut off from the Pacific by the West-
ern Cordillera area. The Guiana highlands
consist of Archaean rocks, covered in the west-
ern or Venezuelan part by horizontal layers of
sandstone, whose highest parts are Icutu
(probably 11,000 ft.) and Roraima (8,600
ft.). In the eastern part the highest region lies
in the south, and descends sharply to the
Amazon basin. The Brazilian highlands are
very largely made up of Mesozoic sandstone
fringed with Palaeozoic strata; and Archsean
masses constitute the plateaus of Matto
Grosso, Goyaz, and that between the Sao
Francisco valley and the sea. The highlands
are abrupt near the coast and gradually slope
to the westward and north. The coast is
mainly low, of Tertiary sediments, and be-
tween the Amazon, and the Parahyba it is
bordered by a sandsone reel, revealing a
former extension of the continent. This is
followed by a steep coast with, numerous in-
lets, the picturesque bay of Rio de Janeiro
being the largest. The Central Basin covers
two-thirds of South America. To the south

flooded during the rains, but are arid in the
dry season. The Amazon basin also consists
of a succession of low terraces, with a fall-line
along their margin. According to Colonel
Church, the plains of the Plate basin pampa
were comparatively recently the site of a
great sea, with which the Mojos Lake was
connected, and from which it has been sepa-
rated by the gradual elevation of the present
Amazon-Paraguay divide.
The Western Cordillera area, sometimes col-
lectively know as the Andes, extends over
one-sixth of the earth's circumference. At
Arica the system is widest (500 m.), and in-
cludes the lofty plateau of Bolivia, drained
to Lake Titicaca and Aullagas, These pla-
teaus are of enormous size, 8,000 to 11,000 ft
above the sea, with almost level tracts sepa-
rated by mountain ranges but not very ex-
tensively cut by gorges. The system narrows
to the south. The Southern Andes are heavily
glaciated, and alpine glaciers exist on most ot
the higher peaks even at the equator. The
mountains of Northern Venezuela, Trinidad,
and probably the Sierra de Santa Marta,
seem to be distinct from the Northern Andes,
and may represent the end of the Antillean
chain. Cotopaxi, 19,613 ft., Tunguragua,
16,690 ft., and Sangai, 17,464 ft., in Ecuador
are the largest active volcanoes in any part of
the world. The western coast is concordant,
with few breaks.
The only islands of South America of any
importance are the small ones which lie para-
llel to the concordan coasts of Venezuela and
Trinidad; the Falkland Islands, which rise
above the continental platform, in the ex-
treme south; and the volcanic Galapagos
Islands on the equator. The river system of
South America has often been compared with
that of North America. The Plata rivers cor*
respond to the Missouri-Mississippi; the
Amazon to the St. Lawrence; the Orinoco to
the Saskatchewan-Nelson, or better, to the
Mackenzie; and the Magdalena, draining the
Cordilleran area to the north, to the Yukon.
The Bolivian plateau is the most important
of these inland drainage areas. Few and short
are the rivers to the Pacific. The mighty
Amazon, 'an inland sea rather than a river,1
is the largest and most important of South
American streams, and is by far the greatest
river on the globe." It drains one-third of